
LESSON

Understanding Hazard Maps 
and Evacuation Routes

Hazard map and terminology
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Objective: 
Understand hazard maps so that you can prepare to help non-Japanese speakers
Learn practical ways to help foreign visitors in emergency situations

Residents of Morioka were given this new map to prepare for potential disasters. 
What information do you have for the city where you live? Compare hazard maps 
and see what information you can get.

Exercise 1: Explain the hazards to William!

Exercise 2: Terminology –The following words appear on hazard maps. Can you translate 
them properly?

צּ ︣

וֹצּ ︣
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Hokkaido Earthquake –case study

The recent earthquake in Hokkaido posed a lot of questions in terms of disaster-
preparedness for hosting foreign visitors. A video from a Kenyan news program and a 
survey conducted by SRC give you a glimpse of their situation and how they tried to collect 
information.
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Giving direction

Now that we have gone over technical disaster-related terms on the hazard map, let's take 
a step back and make sure we can smoothly give directions clearly in English. Using this 
simple map, take turns with a partner asking and giving directions to the specified locations.

̑Useful languages:

Go straight…
Turn left/right at the junction/traffic lights
Go past…
Go over the junction…
Walk/Go along the road until…
The… is on your left/right.
It’s opposite…
It’s next to…
It’s between
Cross…
The… is at the corner of…

While this exercise may seem quite basic, it is important to be able to give clear directions 
in simple English. We'll do a slightly more challenging direction-giving exercise with a 
disaster scenario after this!


