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Let’s consider Japanese Language Support.
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The Japanese Language Supporters’ Course taught by Professor Reiko Minegishi from Morioka University ended in July. It was truly a
wonderful experience to gain further knowledge of the Japanese language and to learn what it is to become a Japanese Language
Supporter.

Some people may think that a proficiency in English is necessary to provide Japanese language support. But the majority of the
Japanese learners in Iwate are from non-English speaking countries. It is more important to be able to explain the difficulties of the
Japanese language in simple, easy Japanese.

Here, I would like to share a tip on understanding and effectively using Japanese synonyms.

The more you practice with examples, the more you understand which words fit best grammatically in the Japanese language. For
example, let’s take a look at the words, “PH (sumi)” and “f3 (kado),” which usually means “corner” in English. While it is correct to use
[ in the sentence, “BREDPRITIRH & B (There is dust in the corner of the room),” it sounds wrong whenfH is used. At the same time,
it is okay for both [ and 8 to be used in the sentence “F=HFFDA/FH (the corner of a bento box) ,” but the meaning or the exact
location it is pointing to is different. As you get used to analyzing the details, you will notice that f# points to the inner part of the bento
box while as f§ is the outer portion. It’s an interesting topic to go over with Japanese learners.

The number of foreign residents in Iwate is gradually increasing each year, and so is the number of requests for Japanese language
support. This year, the Association has received already 40 and more Japanese language support requests. This equals the total amount

processed last year, and we are starting to see an increase in demands for Japanese Language support.
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English Corner HEMA
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@& 019-654-8900 [ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp

A casual conversation group led by native speakers.

& Iwate International Association

En International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5th floor)

(® 1st December (Sat), 5th January (Sat); 14:00 —15:00
¥ Free

[# Reservations not required. Just turn up on the day.

Contact: Ms. Sun
@& 019-654-8900 [ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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We are preparing various events, sections, and stage
presentations to be able to closely experience internation-
al culture in Hanamaki.

& Hanamaki International Exchange Association

(®2nd December(Sun) 10:00-15:00

EfHanamaki Kouryu Kaikan ¥ Free

@0198-26-5833 [Mhttps://hanakokusai.wordpress.com/

Program Details

B Presentation
Report from participants of the 2018 Overseas Student
Program

A Memorial lecture for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
and Paralympics — Host Town: Thank you for the
Reconstruction Support

Lecture by a former JICA member from Hanamaki

HDisplay Information

Introduction of the International Exchange Associations,
sister cities, and the ILC

M Stage
Concert and Performance

B Board Games Section

B Experience Foreign Culture Section

A section to try out and learn traditional costumes or
cultures
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World Kids
A section for children to interact with foreigners

Around-the-world cooking and goods
Try out or buy international food and drinks

Others include a quiz rally throughout the event, consulta-
tion booths for foreign residents, etc.
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It's a fun event where everyone can join!
& |wate International Association
s Aiina 5th floor, International Exchange Center, 4th floor,
(O Iwate Citizen's Plaza
[ 8th December (Sat); 10:00-16:00 ¥ Free
Reservations not required. Just turn up on the day.
& 019-654-8900 [ event-iia@iwate-ia.or.jp

Program

World Activities
Learn games and dances from around the world from
Iwate’s international residents!

World Area / World Spotlight
Foreign residents will be here to talk about their home
country’s culture, life, and languages.

Kids’ Corner

Enjoy learning about different seasonal festivals and
traditions from around the world through crafts and
games.

World Cafe & Lunch

The favorite foods of our foreign residents will be on
display, as well special dishes from a chef! In the café
area, enjoy (slightly strange?) foreign desserts in a buffet
style. There will also be a corner where you can try lwate
food along with foreign participants.

Japanese Culture

Don’t forget traditional Japanese culture! Find a calligra-
phy corner where the instructor will teach you how to write
your own original calligraphy. There will also be an artisan
who will show off Nanbu Cast Ironware (a local craft),
origami, and more.

Workshop Corner

Did you know that smartphones have linked Africa and
Japan together? What about how Olympic athletes have
brought together Japan and South Korea? There will be
workshops on these themes and more, so join us for an
opportunity for learning and dialogue.

*International exchange organizations will also put up
displays!
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Vietnamese exchange students will teach begin-
ner-level Vietnamese.

& lwate International Association

&R International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5th floor)

(® 22th December (Sat); 14:00 — 15:00 ¥ Free

[# Reservations not required. Just turn up on the day.

Contact: Ms. Sun
@& 019-654-8900 [ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Speak Chinese, while learning about Chinese culture
and customs.

& |wate International Association

A International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5th floor)

(® 12th January (Sat); 14:00 — 15:00 ¥ Free

[# Reservations not required. Just turn up on the day.

Contact: Ms. Sun
= 019-654-8900 [ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Indonesian students will teach basic words and simple
greetings.

& Iwate International Association

&A International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5th floor)

(® 26th January (Sat); 14:00 — 15:00 ¥ Free

[# Reservations not required. Just turn up on the day.

Contact: Ms. Sun
& 019-654-8900 [ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Announcement from JICA
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At JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), we
promote further international relations with our local citizens
by sending volunteers, providing technical support of
grass-roots organizations, assisting in educational develop-
ment, cooperating with universities, and making affiliations
with private businesses.

We have an lwate-branch JICA desk and contact person at
the lwate International Association. The lwate desk plays a
role of a pipeline between local residents and international
cooperative organizations through JICA. If you have ques-
tions about consultations about future options in international
relations, educational visits, work experience or others,
please feel free to contact the Iwate desk below.

Address

Iwate International Association

Aiina5F 1-7-1 Moriokaekinishidori, Morioka, Iwate 020-0045
= 019-654-8911

&= 019-654-8922

[ jicadpd-desk-iwateken@jica.go.jp
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Announcements from the Association
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~ HBET I ABOINGGS ~ Beware of false friends!

A little story about the English and French language e
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Afalse friend (French: faux amis) is an expression that has a similar form but conveys different meanings between two languag-
es. False friends are abundant in English and French, and there are many with surprising different definitions. For example, the
word “chat” in English means “talkative,” but it means “cat” in French. A few other examples include the words “chair” and
“crane.” In French, the former means “meat” while the latter means “skull.” So you have to be careful in choosing your words.
Otherwise, it may lead to a tremendous misunderstanding.
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