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Consultations Available for Foreign Residents

Please contact the Support Center for Foreign Residents
(run by the Iwate International Association) to consult your
concerns about your daily or work life. The staff at the
center will be able to listen to your concerns (in Japanese or
other languages) . You will need to book an appointment in

Iwate International Association or - -
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advance so please contact the

check their official website.
= TEL : 019-654-8900
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Consultation with the lwate Bar Association

Legal advice is available on residence status, marriage,
divorce, inheritance, money problems, accidents, etc.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Jul 19 (Wed), Sep 20 (Wed) 3:00pm-6:00pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

« Free “Email v
= Reservations required one week in advance [E;jza5sE

(Phone / Email) g v
= TEL : 019-654-8900 [OfiS:
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Consultation with an Administrative Legal Specialist

Consultation on status of residence and its procedures is
available.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Every 2nd & 4th Friday 1:00pm-4:00pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

* Free
= Reservations required (Phone / Email) B E

= TEL : 019-654-8900

Yunnan Kids in lwate 2023

An international exchange event with middle school
students from Iwate's friendship province, Yunnan, in China.

= Organizer : Iwate International Association

= Date&Time : Jul 16 (Sun) 10:00am — 11:30am

= Venue : Conference Room 501(Aiina 5F) = Free
= Reservations required (Please scan the QR code below)
= Contact: Ishizuka, Iwate International Association ==
= TEL : 019-654-8900
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Introducing things the foreign residents of Iwate want everyone to know!
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| am a friendly Canadian with good people skills!

I don’t think it is anything particularly special but
one of my strong points is that I have strong communi-
cation skills. I am not at all afraid to talk to people I
have never met before, and talk to any type of person,
regardless of who they are. I also often come up with
fun things to do in public. For example, the other day, I
dressed up as Mario and went to see The Mario Movie
with my friend who also dressed up as Luigi. The
children around us were very happy, and many people
stopped to talk or take pictures with us. I also used my
communication skills and friendly disposition to take
over 500 pictures and hit my goal of taking photos with
over 1000 people in costumes in one night during
Shibuya Halloween!

[ think this is due in no small part to my Canadi-
an cultural background, where I have spent most of my
life. In Canada, people talk to each other more openly
than in Japan. For example, it is common for people to
talk to you when you are waiting at a traffic light, or to

have a casual conversation with a waiter at a restaurant.
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In Canada, good service requires

you to talk in a friendly and open

manner to customers instead of the polite and reserved
way service staff speak in Japan. I spent a few years
during university working as a waiter so I am very used
to striking up conversations with strangers. In addition
to Canadian culture itself, I moved houses nearly every
year when I was a child, so I had to make friends with
many different people in a short period of time, which
forced me to develop my communication skills.

My friendly attitude has not changed since I
came to Japan, but the longer I have lived here, the
more I have learned to "read the room” and think more
about the timing and tone I choose to speak to people
with. I don’t think this was really a conscious change in
my behavior, but rather something I gradually acquired
as I continued to use more natural Japanese in my
day-to-day life. I feel that language has a large influence
on people’s behavior, and have grown a lot through

learning and speaking Japanese over the years.
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Personal Memories | FHIEZ.5% ST L)
Jamal Sihaly (Bangladesh)
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Journey Back to My Childhood Haven: Revisiting Grandfather's House after 20 Years

This photo holds countless cherished childhood memories. It captures the essence of my grandfather's house, the very place
where I was born and raised. The walls, adorned with my youthful drawings, still retain their innocence. However, my grandfather
departed this world long ago, and my family relocated to another city, depriving me of the opportunity to revisit this cherished
abode for the past two decades.

Returning to my grandfather's house after such a prolonged absence stirred a bittersweet reality within me. Life has taken us on
divergent paths, with my mother finding employment in the bustling city, necessitating our departure from this ancestral home
when I was merely four or five years old. I can vividly recall the tearful goodbyes exchanged between my grandparents and us.

Subsequently, my educational pursuits led me to the capital city of Dhaka, further distancing me from my grandparents and the
village house. With time, I ventured to Egypt for higher education, eventually settling down in Japan, now married with children of
my own. Finally, after an extended interval, an auspicious occasion presented itself, granting me the long-awaited chance to revisit
my cherished birthplace alongside my wife and son.

In that fleeting moment, nostalgia enveloped me, as if time had stood still. The house stood as a testament to the passage of

time, yet it held the essence of my upbringing and the indelible mark of my beloved grandfather.
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