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Consultation with an Administrative Legal Specialist

Consultation on status of residence and its procedures is
available.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Every 2nd & 4th Friday 1pm-4pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

A=
B—

= Reservations required (Phone / Email)
= TEL : 019-654-8900

2024 One World Festa in Iwate

This is a festival for international exchange in which anyone
can participate.

= Organizer : Iwate International Association
= Date&Time : Nov 17 (Sun) 10am-3pm
= Venue : Aiina 4F & 5F = Free = TEL:019-654-8900

We are seeking volunteers from the .
general public and international student 0= 40
volunteers (must be high school age or

older). For more information, please visit E. -
our website using the QR code on the right.

Seeking
Volunteers!
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2023 Global Career Fair in lwate

This fair is an opportunity for international students and JET
program participants to connect with companies in Iwate
seeking global talent.

= Organizer : Iwate Global Human Resources Development Council
= Date&Time : Nov 16th (Sat), Tpm - 4pm

= Venue : Tsugawa Miraikan Apio

= Free = An application is required.

= Contact : Iwate International Association

= TEL : 019-654-8900

Consultation with the lwate Bar Association

Legal advice is available on residence status, marriage,
divorce, inheritance, money problems, accidents, etc.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Nov 20 (Wed) 3pm-6pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

* Free
= Reservations required one week in advance [E3:45

(Phone / Email) i
= TEL : 019-654-8900
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Iwate International Association Autumn Events T AFRR R ST T

In autumn, there are all sorts of fun events! We will MRBIGEEE ZHINET, RIS ES
introduce a couple that we would love to have you attend. DL R LIS % iE a0 !
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The 11th Iwate Family Festival in Aiina 1A TFENR T in Aiina
10/14 (Mon./Holiday) 10am-12pm, 1pm-3pm 10/14 (& —/45f%H)10:00-12:00, 13:00-15:00
Aiina 5th floor, Conference Room 501 Aiina 5#% 2iX%501
Held all throughout the Aiina building, this is a fun event that R TEERKS | TRERES S, FEAIIna KEENAT
attracts many families every year. The Iwate International & RBRIK TE 5 — & TSR 7 3 R ARG, A
Association will be in charge of the “Exciting Ocean World” BE PR S RAEE SN IR RIS 2 X 12
corner. In this corner, families can enjoy activities such as A DARAEAERISNE N — R fil gAY T T, &
making sea creature crafts, fishing games, and sea urchin ball T £ AR I RE RS 8 Z A ERTE 3,

with international residents.
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= Fair Trade Event WS ER
= 10720 (Sun.) 1pm-4:30pm 10/20 1 H)13:00-16:30
; Aiina 5th floor, International Exchange Center Aiina 58 EFRZ gD
. ' There will be a lecture given by Ms. Haruyo Tsuchiya of Nepali Bazaro Ltd., Nepali Bazaro HIRAFMNLEERL L2EKR
=2 who has been supporting Nepalese people for many years, and has also been  — ¢35 23848 AR R, FE R A A KHE S
working on reconstruction assistance in areas affected by the Great East Japan — — g5 5 1) T-9¢ [X & @t 42 1) T, WK R,
Earthquake. An online field report will also be given by a JICA Overseas JICA AN 1A BOKFHEAT1E 2 Se IR 25, IEAP, 30
] Cooperation volunteer. There will also be fair trade products for sale. B HE N TR B P
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2024 Global Career Fair in Iwate
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11/16 (Sat.) Ipm-4pm, Tsugawa Miraikan Apio
This fair is an opportunity for international students and

JET Program participants to connect with companies in
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Iwate seeking global talent. This event will be conducted in
conjunction with the “Iwate Job Matching Fair” hosted by
the Furusato Iwate Foundation. This is a valuable opportu-
nity to learn more about local companies in Iwate and talk
directly with their employees, so we hope to see you

there!
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2024 One World Festa in Iwate

11/17 (Sun.) 10am-3pm, Aiina 4th and 5th floor

The once-a-year international exchange festival One World
Festa in Iwate will be held on Sunday, November 17th. The
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restrictions due to Covid-19 from last year have been
lifted, and it feels like face-to-face interaction between
people has once again become the norm in everyday life.
With that in mind, staff and employees are hard at work
preparing for this year’s Festa so that people from all walks
of life can enjoy meaningful cultural exchange through
games, crafts, and cultural activities. The latest information
will be posted on the Iwate International Association’s

website, so please check it out when you have time!
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Megan Lock (Australia)

Just over a year ago and having recently moved to
Iwate, I attended Hachimantai’s fireworks festival where
I first saw sansa dance. [ had been keen to learn some-
thing uniquely ‘Japanese’ while living here and given that
this style of dance is particular to the greater Morioka
region, I decided sansa might be the thing to try since I
couldn’t experience it anywhere else. So I searched on
social media for the group who had performed at the
festival, and saw that they were advertising for new
members. [ sent them a message in my most polite
Japanese to check that they really meant “anyone”. This
turned out to be a great strategy as when [ arrived at a
nearby community center for my first rehearsal looking

a little lost, they already knew who I was.



From that first rehearsal; the group has embraced me
so generously - taking the time to teach me the routines
and not minding if my Japanese goes haywire when I'm
tired, as often happens. Only a month after joining, they
let me perform with them at Hachimantai’s biggest
annual festival (I was so nervous!) and since then I have
performed with them many times. Weekly evening
rehearsals soon became the highlight of my week and the
connections I've made mean regularly bumping into a

friendly face at the supermarket.

Fast forward to late spring this year, when we started
rehearsing more regularly in preparation for the big
sansa festival in August. Having not actually seen the
parade before, I wasn’t sure what to expect and it took a
while to get used to dancing while walking as all my
performances to date had been in one spot.

After several months of rehearsals, we were ready for
the big parade. A couple of friends came down from
Tokyo to watch and many people I know from Hachi-
mantai showed up in support of various group members.
It had been a hot day and as we waited for the parade to
start we were already sweating in our yukata. But the
energy was electric! Over 70 people of all ages (our
youngest member was 18 months old) and backgrounds
made up Hachimantai’s parade entry including dancers,

taiko drummers, flutists, and supporters.

While dancing continuously down the parade route
was tiring, seeing the crowd cheering us on replenished
my energy. From tourists clearly seeing the parade for
the first time to older people moving their arms in time
with our dancing as they remembered parades gone by,
there was this great sense of togetherness. I'm proud to

say that I've danced in the Morioka sansa festival. But

I'm more proud of belonging to this community.

Megan Lock (GEAFIF)
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Memories of ShanghaiTrip

This spring break, I returned to China and traveled to Shanghai. In modern big cities like Shanghai, classical gardens
like the Yuyuan Garden, with its rich history, culture, and unique architectural style really stand out. In almost all
Chinese gardens and courtyards, everything in front of you is only one part of the whole, and as you continue
forward, you will be deeply surprised by the expansive, diverse sights that come into view.

Shanghai's earliest Lantern Festival began in the Han Dynasty, and Yuyuan Garden's Lantern Festival became
popular in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Following this, these festivals were largely unobserved through various
periods of time until the custom of observing the lanterns was revived in 1995. Because this year is the Year of the
Dragon, Yuyuan Garden held a special lantern show. The most memorable part was seeing a massive school of fish
appear in the sky upon entering the alley, where over 400 small fish were all swimming in one direction to form a
dragon lantern symbolizing "the carp becoming a dragon." When I saw the lantern show inYuyuan Garden, it remind-
ed me of the scene with the fish and dragon dance in Xin Qiji's “The Lantern Festival Night,” and I felt as if I had
traveled back in time to the Song Dynasty of a thousand years ago. Although it will be a long time before the next Year

of the Dragon lantern show, I am looking forward to next year’s Year of the Snake lantern show inYuyuan Garden.
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