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Consultation with an Administrative Legal Specialist Consultation with the lwate Bar Association
Consultation on status of residence and its procedures is Legal advice is available on residence status, marriage,
available. divorce, inheritance, money problems, accidents, etc.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents = Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Every 2nd & 4th Friday 1:00pm-4:00pm = Date&Time : Jul 17 (Wed), Sep 18 (Wed) 3:00pm-6:00pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F) = Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

* Free = Free
= Reservations required (Phone / Email) = Reservations required one week in advance =355

(Phone / Email) i,
= TEL : 019-654-8900

= TEL : 019-654-8900

Board Game Meetup in Yahaba Yunnan Kids in Iwate 2024

Have fun playing board games with our international 16 middle school students from Yunnan Province will be
guests! coming to Iwate to introduce Yunnan through a presentation.
= Organizer : Iwate International Association = Organizer : Iwate International Association

= Date&Time : Jul 21t (Sun) ) 10:00am-11:30am
= Venue : Aiina 6F, Activities Room 1

= Date&Time : Jul 7t (Sun) 2:00pm-4:00pm
= Venue :Yahaba Community Center

- Training Rooms 3 and 4 N B
" Free = Apply by phone or by QR code
= Apply by phone or by QR code before Jul 5%, 3:00pm. before Jul 19t 3:00pm.
= TEL : 019-654-8900 = TEL : 019-654-8900
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Jamal Shah (Bangladesh)

A Heartwarming Multicultural
Gathering in Morioka

I'm proud that I have friends from different countries, and
I'm especially proud of the beautiful experiences we've shared
together. On May 4th, an cagerly anticipated get-together
took place atYakihashiri Campsite, nestled beside the pictur-
esque Iwate Mountain. As someone passionatc about lcarning

different cultures and languages, I was thrilled for this

PO ER—R Y LER—Z ] RMBOEEEIES 5 'jé;?“gathering, which we had been planning for months. This
PRt e, SHRTRERENEY) LFoNE L, '4£
P crsosuLVEEESNBES3BI, 332z
i.f.’-?" LB E g&:{'g 5 ¢ Z £ :\ ; T #\:Z 514 Japanese, Syrian, and Moroccan communities. Over 40 people,
B EHEU, BUERAT S L UXLOBERBLE L
oo RARETDERZELRAL-XIHEH, BVDO/NRYIT75

get-together brought together families from diverse
.'-},.‘backgrounds, including Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Egyptian,

including children, participated in this vibrant event.

The party was organized as a potluck event, where each




family brought a dish to share. The weather was perfect—sun- - - -

ny and inviting—which also attracted many other Japanese
visitors to the campsite. We gathered around 10 AM, and the
excitement was palpable as families arrived with their culinary

contributions.

Having lived in Egypt for six years, I have always admired
the hospitality and generosity of Arabs. However, T was
especially moved by the Syrians' preparations. Arriving a few
hours early, about ten Syrian friends set up camps for the
children and women and started a fire for cooking. Thcy
insisted on hosting and providing the food, a gesture that
showcased their immense generosity. Despite our insistence on
contributing, they prepared a variety of kebabs, BBQ, and

other authentic Syrian delicacies, adding a rich aroma to the air.

The campsite was transformed into a tapestry of flavors and
aromas, representing a melting pot of cultures. The Egyptian
families brought pizzas, adding a unique twist to the usual
offerings. The Afghans delighted us with their flavorful polaw,
while the Pakistanis treated us to sweet and creamy rasmalai.
The Moroccans and other friends shared tahini and other

traditional dishes, creating a diverse and sumptuous feast.

As we shared these delicious foods, the sense of community
and camaraderie grew stronger. Children played together,
bridging cultural divides through their shared joy. Conversa-
tions flowed effortlessly among adults, fostering a deeper

understanding and appreciation of each other's backgrounds.

A particularly heartwarming aspect of the day was sharing
food with neighboring campsites, which included local
Japanese families and children. They were curious and
pleasantly surprised to see such a diverse group of people in
Morioka. These interactions allowed us to share not just our
food, but also our stories and cultures, building bridges and

fostering mutual respect and understanding.

Reflecting on the day's events, I can confidently say it was
the most memorable experience of my 4.5 years of living in
Morioka. The blend of cultures, the generosity of the Syrian
friends, and the collective joy of sharing food and stories made
it an unforgettable day. This gathering not only celebrated our
diverse heritages but also strengthened our bonds of friendship

and community.

Ilook forward to more of such gatherings in the future,
where we can continue to celebrate our rich cultural tapestry
and create lasting memories together. This event at Iwate
Mountain was a beautiful reminder of the power of communi-

ty and the joy that comes from embracing and sharing our

diverse traditions.

Y

“.Jamal Shah (Bangladesh)
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MY FIRST SHINTO WEDDING CEREMONY

[ have lived in Morioka for almost four years now and I have made a lot of wonderful memories in this
city. It is important to note that all these memories were made possible because of my precious friends. The
most important and most beautiful memory I have is of my first Shinto wedding ceremony. A lot of Kenyan
weddings are a full day colorful affair with mostly singing and dancing,

I asked my friend if I could wear a Kenyan dress to her wedding and she agreed. My mother ordered a
custom dress in Kenya and sent it to me. The small wedding procession into the inner wedding hall at
Hachiman shrine was intimate. The bride looked like an angel in her Shiromuku and her husband like a
proud warrior in his black Montsuki Haori and Hakama pants. The purification ceremony was a breathtaking
experience. I was surprised at how short it was. After that we proceeded to the reception area with person-
alized gifts and notes from the bride and groom and were served an extravagant fare. I felt welcomed by her

friends and family members and I will treasure this memory and cherish my friendship forever.
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